HOUSING
MYTHS VS FACTS

Many Rhode Islanders worry that new housing—especially affordable housing
—will change our cities & towns, but without it, we risk losing the people who
keep our communities thriving. Challenging these myths & supporting
thoughtful housing development helps Rhode Island build strong
neighborhoods, keep families & workers in our towns, & create a foundation
for lasting success. Here are nine common myths about housing—& the facts
that set them straight:

Myth: Affordable
housing is for people
who don’t want to work.

Myth: Affordable
housing means
unattractive buildings.

Myth: Building more
housing in my
neighborhood lowers my
property value.

Myth: Increasing housing
production brings in out-
of-state renters &
buyers, pushing out
locals.




Myth: Increasing
housing production
negatively impacts
municipal school costs.

Myth: Increasing
housing production
takes away parking &
green space.

Myth: More housing
means more of a strain
on local resources.

Myth: Rent control
solves housing
affordability.

Myth: We spend too
much money on
affordable housing &
see too few results.
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