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Interagency Council on Homelessness

April 22, 2026




Interagency Council on Homelessness

Agenda

* Welcome & Attendance

* Approval of Meeting Minutes from January 7, 2026
* EOH Updates

« EOH/DOC Work Group Update

* Winter Response Recap

* Updates from Other ICH Members

* Public Comment

* Adjourn
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Executive Office of Housing | April 22, 2026 2 ISLAND



Welcome

Attendance
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Interagency Council on Homelessness

Roll Call for Quorum (Members or Delegates) — January 7, 2026

1.

AR S

Secretary of the Executive Office of Housing — Council 10.

Chairperson

Director of Department of Human Services 11.
Director of the Department of Health

Director of Children, Youth & Families 12.
Director of Healthy Aging

Director of Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental 13.
Disabilities and Hospitals 14.
Director of Department of Labor & Training 15.
Director of Corrections

Commissioner of the Department of Elementary and 16.
Secondary Education (RIDE) 17.
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Director of the Rhode Island Housing and Mortgage Finance
Corporation

Director of the Rhode Island Emergency Management
Agency

Representative from the Rhode Island Office of Veterans
Services

Office of the Public Defender

Medicaid Director with the Department of Human Services
Secretary of the Executive Office of Health and Human
Services

Chair of the Rl Continuum of Care

Office of the Lieutenant Governor

RHODE
ISLAND




Approval of Minutes
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EOH Updates
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DOC/EOH Workgroup
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DOC/EOH Workgroup

The Interagency Council on Homelessness (ICH) Workgroup brings together cross-sector partners

to address homelessness through coordinated, system-level solutions focused on both immediate
mitigation and long-term elimination.

The workgroup includes:

Executive Office of Housing: Benjamin Haynie, Theresa McDevitt, Jennifer Jutras
Rl Housing: Elizabeth Bioteau

Executive of Health and Human Services: James Rajotte and Cathy Schultz
Department of Corrections: Chris Imbriglio

Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental Disabilities and Hospitals: Michelle Brophy

The group also works to reduce related barriers, including recidivism and mental health challenges,
by improving reentry supports and expanding access to integrated care.
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DOC/EOH Workgroup

The need for an Interagency Council on Homelessness (ICH) Workgroup lies in
the complex, cross-system nature of homelessness, which requires
coordination across housing, health, and justice systems.

By aligning efforts, sharing data, and reducing service gaps, the workgroup
improves efficiency and outcomes in helping address root causes like

recidivism and mental health challenges while advancing long-term housing
stability.
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DOC/EOH Workgroup

Homelessness and recidivism are closely connected, with each often reinforcing the other.

Individuals leaving incarceration frequently face barriers to housing, employment, and
behavioral health care. Without stable housing, they are at higher risk of reoffending. At the
same time, people experiencing homelessness may have increased contact with the justice

system due to survival behaviors or lack of support.

Addressing both together—through coordinated reentry services, housing support, and
access to mental health and substance use treatment is critical to breaking this cycle and

improving long-term stability.
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DOC/EOH Workgroup

BJA FY25 Public Safety and Mental Health Initiative

The BJA FY25 Public Safety and Mental Health Initiative is a federal grant program designed to help
communities better respond to individuals with mental illness and substance use disorders—especially those

involved in the justice system.

It funds coordinated, cross-system approaches that connect public safety, behavioral health, and housing
systems.

The goal is to improve public safety while increasing access to treatment and housing, rather than relying solely on
arrest or incarceration.
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DOC/EOH Workgroup

BJA FY25 Public Safety and Mental Health Initiative

The initiative supports four main areas:
Crisis stabilization (e.g., alternatives to jail)
Treatment services
Housing access
Data/technology systems (like health records)

Overall, the initiative helps jurisdictions build integrated systems from crisis response through
reentry, reducing recidivism and improving outcomes for people experiencing homelessness,
mental illness, and substance use challenges.
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DOC/EOH Workgroup

BJA FY25 Public Safety and Mental Health Initiative

With this initiative, BHDDH, DOC, and EOH have collaborated and proposed a
transitional housing program to reduce recidivism and homelessness rates
within the state.
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Winter Response Recap
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Winter Response

Provider Project Type Location
Youth Pride Daytime Warming Site/ Drop-in for TAY Providence
Community Care Alliance Seasonal Shelter & Overnight Warming Center Woonsocket
Harvest Sanctuary Seasonal Shelter (Men) Woonsocket
WARM Center Seasonal Shelter Westerly
Sojourner House Seasonal Shelter (DV) Providence
Crossroads Rl Overnight Warming Center Providence
Town of West Warwick Overnight Warming Center (colder nights) West Warwick
Open Doors Seasonal Shelter (Fam) Providence
Rl Council of Churches Overnight Warming Center (colder nights) Providence
Newport Mental Health Daytime and Overnight Warming Center Middletown
Spirit of Hope Winter Response - Basic Needs Statewide
Executive Office of Housing | April 22, 2026 15 RHODE

ISLAND



Winter Response

Winter Emergency Utilization - December, 2025

Number of spots

300

250

200

100

20

o

12/6; 24°
12/07: 28°
12/09; 30°
12/10; 37°
12/17; 26°
12/18: 47°

*12/04; 147
*12/05; 26"~
*12/08;13"*
*12/11;22 °*
*12/M2,25"*
*12/13; 30"~
*12/14; 147>
*12/15;19™*
*12/16; 25

Date, nighttime low temparature
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*12/19; 34"~

=== NUumber of spots used

12/20; 33°
*12/21; 267>

, POp-up open*

*12/22; 277

12/23; 36°

12/24: 26"

12/25;21°

*12/26; 18"~

*12/27:14"*

12/28; 32°

12/29; 32°

e M Umber of spots unused

*12/30; 177

12/31; 25°

Coldest Night: 12/08
Temp: 13°

Spots Available: 322
Spots Utilized: 243

Spots Un-utilized: 79
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Winter Response

|
Winter Emergency Utilization - Jan., 2026 —e— Number of spots used —e—Number of spots unused
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Executive Office of Housing | April 22, 2026 17 ISLRIPIE



Winter Response

Winter Emergency Utilization - February, 2026 =—g=—Number of spots used —g—NMNumber of spots unused
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Number of spots

Winter Response

3/22,37°

|

Winter Emergency Utilization - March , 2026 —e— Number of spots used
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Date, nighttime low temparature, pop-up open*
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*B3/23,30% %

3/24, 347

3/25, 38°

3/26, 46°

*3f27,28" *

*3/28,27" *

=== [|umber of spots unused

3/29, 397

3/30, 46°

3/31, 45"

Coldest Night: 3/2
Temp: 10°

Spots Available: 339
Spots Utilized: 328

Spots Un-utilized: 11
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Updates from ICH
Members




Public Comment
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Thank You.
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